
 

Fred Giddings is the Ex-

change Director for our next 

inbound exchange. We will be 

hosting FF of Denver during 

tulip festival time, May 10-14. 

Fred has had a committee 

meeting and has begun plan-

ning for that week. He will be 

requesting hosts in the near 

future. Please consider host-

ing, especially if you have not 

done so previously. It is a 

great way to get involved, be 

"in the know," and make great 

friendships. 

Board meetings have been via 

Skype. While there have been 

a couple technical issues, 

overall this has worked out 

quite well. We have been 

working on a policy and pro-

cedure manual for our club. 

Board meeting minutes are 

posted  on our website in the 

Members Only section. 

Continued on Page  2 

As you all know, we had two 

great inbound exchanges this 

past summer. In June we 

hosted 16 Japanese guests 

from Aichi. Now they are 

awaiting our reciprocal visit 

next fall. 

In August we had 10 guests 

from Northern Illinois and 

they had a fantastic time!  

They ranked the dune ride in 

Saugatuck and the Menno-

Hof Museum as their favorite 

things we did.  A couple peo-

ple got a little seasick on the 

Tall Ship, which I don't recall 

happening before! 

Just after our Northern Illinois 

friends departed our club 

sponsored a garage sale. We 

were rained out both days, but 

still managed to make $826!! 

We had some great "stuff" to 

sell, thanks to all our mem-

bers!! We delivered the left-

overs to Good Will.  A big 

thank you to everyone who 

showed up before during and 

afterwards to make it success-

ful and painless!  And a spe-

cial thanks to Fred Giddings 

for heading it up! 

Jeanette Parkhurst resigned as 

chair of the board nomina-

tion committee so I have 

taken over that role. I sent out 

a call for nominations via 

email.  Watch your email for 

your voting ballot. 

I hope you all consider volun-

teering  in some capacity in 

leadership roles in this organi-

zation. Please don't leave it up 

to a few. Many hands make 

light work!!! 

Our holiday membership 

meeting will be held on Sun-

day, December 4, at Brann's  

Steakhouse (4157 Division 

Ave S Wyoming, MI 49548) 

at 2pm. Please mark your cal-

endars!! 

Exchanges: 

 Next up:  our out-
bound to Austra-
lia. Departure  is   

Oct 15.  

 Next inbound:  FF 
of Denver,       

May 10-15. 

 Next outbound:  
Aichi and  
Hiroshima, Japan, 

Fall 2017 

Denver Is Coming for Tulip Festival !! 

A Note From the Vice President 

be visiting some of the 

usual places, but also some 

new ones like the Holland 

Tulip Festival, the Ladies’ 

Library, a guided walking 

tour of downtown Kalama-

zoo, with a farewell party at 

Fennville Winery.  

We will need night hosts, 

Friendship Force of Denver 

will be visiting us from May 

10-15, 2017.  This is a short 

exchange as the Denver 

club will be going from 

Kalamazoo to visit the Day-

ton, Ohio club. A tentative 

itinerary for their visit has 

been developed and we will 

day hosts and dinner hosts. 

So far there are 14 guests 

coming.  Please make plans to 

help out with this exchange.   

 

Call Fred Giddings to sign up:  

269 383-1598 or email  

fgidrow@outlook.com 

 

Friendship Force of Western Michigan 

Fall Newsletter  2016 

**HOLIDAY PARTY** 

December 4, 2016 

Sunday 2 PM 

Brann’s Steakhouse & Grill 

4157 Division Ave S  

Wyoming, MI 49548  

Mark your calendars and 

don’t forget to RSVP to 

ellism@wmich.edu or call 

269 760 2582! 

http://www.friendshipforcewmich.org 

 



FFWM had several members who went on exchanges 

these last few months.  These are some of them. . . 

Cathy Dopp:  Egypt 

Ed Anderson:  Toronto, Canada 

Linda McGarry: Newfoundland Canada 

Lisa Fisher:  Newfoundland and Toronto, Canada 

Sandi Vegter:  FFI World Conference, Morroco 

Roy & Marci:  Haliburton, ON, Canada 

Some of their stories and pictures are on the next 

pages!   

So Many Travels By So Many Members! 

Continued from Page 1     A Note From the Vice President 

 

Outbound exchange for 2018: From a survey of our club, 

the top choices for our next outbound were Canada, Ireland, 

Scotland, and Greece. I was able to request Canada, but not 

Scotland or Ireland (no clubs). I tried requesting Greece, as 

there is a new club there. However, I was advised by FFI 

that the first exchange Greece will have is going to be a 

global, not a club to club exchange. That means you will 

have to watch the catalog and apply as soon as you see it 

listed as available. 

We had 18 members (and 2 grandchildren) at our Septem-

ber social meeting!  Six members came from Grand Rap-

ids. Dinner was at La Piñata Mexican Restaurant in Kala-

mazoo. Cards and Dominos followed at Fred and Mary Gid-

dings' house. Peg was declared the winner of the Euchre 

games! (Sorry Jeff!!)  A good time was had by all! 

 

Marcia Ellis, Vice President and Acting President 
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I was not able to attend the Interna-

tional Conference in Morocco this past 

September, but thanks to Palie at the 

Atlanta office I was able to attend the 

Cairo "Post Conference" Exchange 

and had the most amazing time. This 

was my first venture to the Middle 

East and I could not have found a bet-

ter place or people to visit. Egypt is 

very stable and I felt safer there than I 

do in many U.S. cities. Many Europe-

ans, who are more familiar with the 

different Middle Eastern countries, 

visit there frequently and I was greeted 

at least once each day in German! (My 

deutsch grandparents would have liked 

that.) When I explained I was from the 

US they were thrilled and ALWAYS 

asked why everyone in our country 

thinks their country is dangerous and 

full of terrorists. 

 

The Cairo Friendship Force club takes 

breaking down these stereotypes very 

seriously. Not only did they take us to 

all the Cairo Highlights (the Pyramids, 

the Ali Mosque, the Coptic Section, 

King Tut's exhibit in the Cairo mu-

seum and even Alexandria) - they 

gave us insider perspective on every-

thing from their families to the Arab 

Spring. By the end of the trip we were 

comfortable asking questions about 

the Haj, Christian/Muslim relations, 

women's headscarves, political views 

of our upcoming US elections and 

more. I can see why Hanaa Rashad has 

so many personal "Thank You" letters 

from Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter. 

I always sleep better at night 

after a Friendship Force ex-

change - but this one in par-

ticular made me feel better 

about the world! If you've 

ever dreamed of going to 

Egypt, go now! The US dollar 

is strong, they want Ameri-

cans to return and the Cairo 

Club Members will hook you 

up with the adventure of a 

lifetime. (Seriously - email 

me!) 
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       EGYPT           Cathy Dopp 



NEWFOUNDLAND TO TORONTO    Lisa Fisher 

In September I joined the Detroit Friendship Force club on an Eastern Can-

ada tour finishing with a home stay in Toronto. We flew to Halifax where 

we began the tour.  In Halifax we had a city tour and plenty of time to ex-

plore.  We also visited several nearby villages including Peggy's Cove which 

is known for its lighthouse. From Halifax we took an overnight train to Que-

bec City.  Quebec City is a wonderful historic French Canadian city that I 

very much enjoyed.  We also visited a beautiful waterfall at Canyon Ste. 

Anne.  Next we traveled by bus to Montreal where we toured the city as well 

as visited Mont Tremblant, a summer and winter resort area. From Montreal 

we traveled by train to Toronto for our home stay.  The Toronto club was 

very welcoming and I really enjoyed my visit.  Toronto is a wonderful city 

and it was great staying in a condo within walking distance or a street car 

ride away from many of the places we visited. One of my favorite days was 

visiting Ward's Island which is part of the Toronto Islands in Lake Ontario 

and a short ferry ride from the city.  Some of the other places we visited in-

cluded the CN Tower, the Art Gallery of Ontario, Don Valley Brickworks, 

St Lawrence Market, and the Distillery District. 

TORONTO               Ed Anderson 
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The Toronto FF exchange I was active in was great. My hosts, the Avis's, 

lived in Mississauga a suburb of Toronto containing 800,000 people. Their 

hospitality was superb. The Toronto area is thriving, neat and very clean. In 

many areas the city was teaming with people walking to and fro. I had the 

opportunity to ride the subway, street cars and busses which seemed to be 90 

to 100% filled.  

The activities the FF planned were interesting, informative and fun. The Chi-

huly glass exhibit at the Royal Ontario Museum was breathtaking. There 

must have been more than 100 pieces of his works. Some were very, very 

large! Our visit to a once active brick factory and mining site in the middle 

of Toronto was informative. It is now a thriving farmers market with many 

"mom and pop" food vendors. We had lunch there. Another day we had 

lunch in a Dim Sum restaurant in the  busy China Town area. The views 

from the CN Tower were vast. The weather was sunny and warm every day. 

All the FF Toronto hosts were very friendly and helpful. Hope to return 

soon. 



and more.  

I was so im-

pressed with Jeremi Snook, 

President and CEO of FFI. He 

is passionate about his vision 

and plans for the future of FFI 

The conference, the music, 

the farewell gala and the new 

friends were just great!! 

 

MOROCCO              Sandi Vegter 

I spent six days with Friend-

ship Force people traveling on 

the Discover Morocco confer-

ence pre-tour making new 

friends and new experiences. . 

. what a wonderful journey!  

The Friendship Force Interna-

tional World Conference was 

great! I attended sessions on 

volunteerism in FFI, how to 

pack light, leadership in FFI, 
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FF of Charlotte, NC and Haliburton, ON, Can-

ada were having an exchange. Roy and I were 

fortunate to have been able to join them!  Some 

may recall that Lisa Fisher visited Haliburton’s 

club during their winter exchange. 

Our hostess, Lynne Johnston, provided hospi-

tality for Roy and me in addition to Shirley 

Brown from Charlotte, NC. What a great way 

to meet people from two different areas! And 

what a wonderful time of year to visit Halibur-

ton! The leaves were turning colors and putting 

on the most beautiful show of mother nature.   

 

HALIBURTON, ONTARIO          Marci Ellis & Roy Pearson 

Haliburton has a very active club. 

On this exchange we were hosted 3 

times for dinner! We were shown a 

documentary, “All the Time in the 

World”, about a family who spent a 

winter in a log cabin in the Yukon 

wilderness north of Dawson City. 

We visited a wolf center (had quite 

a show from the wolves), Petro-

glyphs Provincial Park, a canoe mu-

seum, a sculpture forest, a fire 

tower, and a curling game.  We  

went on an art studio tour; and 

since Lynne was a retired nurse, 

she took me on a tour of the local 

hospital!  It was amazing . . . that 

small town of 12,000 has so much 

going on!   

We met Wendy Johnston from 

Tallahassee, FL and Marie Wotton 

from Manitoba who also joined 

Charlotte. Both thought their clubs 

would be interested in visiting FF 

of Western Michigan!  



Planes, trains, buses, boats, 

and automobiles . . . These are 

the ways that 30 ambassadors 

from Western Michigan, 

Greater Detroit, and other 

Friendship Force members 

traveled from Halifax to Win-

dsor this September.  We be-

gan our journey by flying to 

Halifax from Detroit.  In Hali-

fax, we took a city tour and 

also went to the Citadel, a fort 

that has protected the city's 

harbour since 1749.  The next 

day took us to Peggy's Cove, 

a fishing village that is among 

the world's most photo-

graphed sites.  We then went 

to Lunenberg, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, where 

70% of the original colonial 

buildings from the 18th & 

19th centuries are still stand-

ing. 

Next we boarded an overnight 

train to Quebec City.  We all 

agreed that the idea of sleep-

ing on a train sounded more 

romantic than it was.  After a 

long night where sleeping was 

only an illusion, we took a 

walking tour of Quebec City 

and learned about the history 

and culture of the area.  In the 

afternoon, we explored the 

city on our own.  My group 

went to the  botanical garden 

which was still in full 

bloom.  The next day we 

boarded a bus for Canyon Ste 

Anne which has three suspen-

sion bridges over the canyon 

and alongside the gorge, and 

features bedrock from 1.2 

billion years ago.  We fin-

ished the day at a winery fa-

mous for its black current 

products. 

We boarded a train again to 

head to Montreal, where we 

toured the city and went to 

Mt. Tremblant, a ski resort 

and town.  The sights from 

the mountain were panoramic 

and Lisa Fisher and I cele-

brated the day with some 

amazing crepes just to guar-

antee that we did not lose any 

weight on the trip.   

We then traveled on to To-

ronto.  Half of the group met 

others from around the coun-

try and continued on for the 

home-stay in Toronto.  Others 

took the day to explore To-

ronto and then headed back to 

Windsor on the 

train.  Throughout the trip, the 

weather was fantastic and the 

company was even better 

 

 

NEWFOUNDLAND                   Linda McGarry 
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Botanical Garden, Quebec City 
Canyon Ste. Marie, suspension bridge 

St. Lawrence River boat ride 
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PEAKS TO PLAINS                   Penny Briscoe    

Peaks to Plains Trip a Big Success! 

 

A September Peaks to Plains trip that 

included visiting six clubs in the West-

ern United States provided an opportu-

nity of a lifetime for Penny Briscoe to 

forge friendships with 21 fellow ambas-

sadors from the United States, Canada 

and New Zealand.  The clubs included 

Wyoming, Northern Colorado, Denver, 

Colorado Springs, Grand Junction, and 

Utah, which each hosted the group for 

three nights, as well as a two-day, very 

memorable stay at Red Cliff Lodge in 

Moab, Utah.  The trip was full of wel-

coming and departing parties, home-

hosted dinners, visits to Rocky Mountain 

and Arches National Parks and the Na-

tional Colorado Monument, Pikes Peak, 

city tours, a buffalo ranch, and a general 

look at the best the areas have to offer.  

 

In Denver, Penny was hosted by Lynn 

and Carl Dawson, who are the exchange 

directors for the visit the Denver club is 

making to Michigan in May of 2017.  

Also on the trip were Bob and Vicki 

Hammond, who visited our Western 

Michigan club a few years ago. 

 

This trip was a unique idea that repre-

sented the type of adventure that can be 

put together when clubs collaborate, and 

Exchange Coordinator Kay Thomas de-

serves a great big thank you for her 

hours of commitment to her idea that led 

to endless hours of coordination for her 

to provide such an amazing opportunity 

for  Friendship Force ambassadors. 

Cake was served by the Grand Junction club 

at the farewell dinner. 


