
FFWM Board Meeting Minutes 

for 18 July 2017 meeting 

Skype 

Place:  Skype 

Called to order:  7:12 pm 

Present:  Jerry Potratz, Nancy Draayer, Fred Giddings, Marci Ellis, Roy Pearson, Peg Stanitzek, Lisa 

Fisher, Lyn Hargreave 

Absent:  none 

1. June Board meeting and General membership meeting minutes were approved via email. 

2. Treasurer’s report.  

i. Roy indicated that we received a $200 refund from the Ladies Library. 

ii. Checking balance of $2,630.38 and savings balance of $5,089.38 for a total of $7,719.76 

iii. Board voted to accept the Treasurer’s report as submitted. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1.  Journey status:   

a. Inbound.  September 18-25:  Hamburg, Germany (Nancy Draayer) 

i. Nancy indicated that most everything has been set up for this visit.  Dinner hosts have 

been arranged.  The welcome reception will be September 18th at the Wolf Lake Fish 

Hatchery, pending confirmation of a shelter.  Nancy will send out an email to the 

committee as to the entire plan. 

b. Outbound. Oct 19 to Nov 11. Aichi & Hiroshima, Japan (Lyn Hargreave, Bill Hoover)  

i. Lyn indicated that Japan monies are due August 10th.  All plans are progressing well. 

c. Outbound.  Winter 2018 to FF Southwest Florida (Marci Ellis) 

i. Marci indicated that FFSWF will welcome us “whenever convenient for us”.  Marci is 

waiting to see the 2018 direct flight schedules out of Grand Rapids.  The one week trip 

will likely begin and end on a Wednesday or Thursday, depending on flight costs and 

conveniences.  Most likely dates are: Feb 14 or 15 to Feb 21 or 22.  

ii. Mention was made that there is a Friendship Force Festival in early March in Florida and 

that it might be nice, for those that can arrange it, to combine the FFSWF visit with the 

Festival. 

d. Outbound assignment from FFI for April or May 2018:  Penticton-Okanagan with Flathead 

Valley (Marci Ellis)  

i. No recent news on this trip.   

e. Non-official inbound fall 2018: Omaha (Marci Ellis) 

i. No recent news on this trip.   

 

2.   New Webmaster:  Mary Giddings.  Lyn and Marci and Mary will meet next Monday, July 24th, to 

transfer website management to Mary.  Thank you Mary! 



3. Committee Reports: 

a.  Membership Committee:  Nancy indicated no new members since last meeting. 

b.  Social Committee:  Peg indicated that15 people will be going this Thursday to Southern 

Exposure Herb Farm.  She also shared that she will try to focus, in the future, on events that do not 

require “minimum numbers of people to sign up”.  Getting required minimums, while still reserving 

dates for our members to plan, has been difficult.  Peg will be sending out another notice about the 

August 26th event at Gravity Brewing Company (1:00 pm), with a gathering at Roy and Marci’s lake 

house for dessert afterwards.  Peg indicated that our Holiday Gathering would be Thursday, 

December 7th at Four Roses Café in Plainwell. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. FFI 40th anniversary capital campaign. Discuss our contribution. 

a. Considerable discussion about FF’s compelling case for contributions and how to balance 

our “corporate responsibility” as a member club along with individual member freedom 

to determine their personal contribution.  A number of different proposals were 

discussed, but no specific decision was made.  Lyn is attending the FFI World 

Conference in Manchester, Aug 21-28.  We will wait for some clarity from the FF board, 

which Lyn can share with us.  We will discuss again at the September FFWM meeting.   

2. People needed for: 

Nomination committee chair 

a. All board member terms are for two years.  Roy and Peg are reaching their term limit and 

will need to be replaced.  So far, no one has answered the call to volunteer to chair the 

nomination committee.  Marci will send out a reminder note. 

b. Also, no one has answered Marci’s earlier email to volunteer as an Ambassador 

Coordinator for either the Southwest Florida Outbound or the Penticton-Okanagan 

Outbound.  Marci will send another email requesting volunteers.   

NEXT BOARD MEETING    Aug 15 

ADJOURNMENT:  8:17 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted for board review by Jerry Potratz on 3 August 2017 

 


