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President's Message
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President’s Message December 2022 
The month of December is the one month of the year in which my
thoughts wander through the full gamut of my life… past, present and
future.  Not in a dreaming, Ebenezer Scrooge kind of way, but rather in
reflection on Holidays past, a review of the year that is ending, and a
wonder about what the next year might bring.   December is the time
to gather for holiday activities, festive parties, and family gatherings,
but it is also a time to remember and appreciate those loved ones that
are no longer with us.  It is a busy and emotionally complex month.  I
hope you enjoy your December to the fullest extent possible.  I’m
looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our Holiday
Party tomorrow night at Martell’s, followed by what should be a very
enjoyable concert at Miller Auditorium (see information below).  
I know that we have moved past Giving Tuesday, but I’m hoping that
you might consider a gift to Friendship Force International (FFI) as we
approach the holidays.  We could not enjoy the Journeys we host, or
our outbound Journeys, without the assistance and support of FFI. 
They are leading us in our effort to make the world a friendlier place. 
Please consider helping them as you would other worthy charitable
organizations.  
December is also the month where I hit my term limit as President of
our club.  I want to thank our members for the support you have given
me as your President over the last four years.  We have expanded our
membership, sustained our organization through a global pandemic,
and are now beginning to host and travel once again.  The future of
FFWM is very bright.  Please step up and engage yourself on one of
our committees in 2023.  Join the fun and create more fun!    
Jerry

FFWM Board Members Voting
Results

Our recently presented slate of Board Directors and recommended
FFWM By-Laws changes were approved through email voting by a
majority of our membership last week.  Thank you for voting!  
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New Board members: 

Loie Dye Gustafson 
Pam Sackett 

Returning Board members: 

Nancy Draayer (first term began in 2017) 
Jerry Potratz (first term began in 2017) 

Thank you, Loie and Pam, for stepping forward and joining our Board! 
We look forward to your leadership contributions!   Also, thank you to
Nancy for stepping up one-more-time on a new term.  When the Board
meets on Tuesday, December 13, the Board will elect new Officers for
2023-2024.  Other club members currently serving on the Board are: 
Cathy Dopp, Lisa Fisher, John Richmond, Stan Sackett, and Shirley
Wiersma.  Thank you to these members for filling out their full two-year
terms!
The newly approved By-Laws increases the maximum number of
Board Directors from seven to nine, establishes five as a minimum
number of Directors, and sets a “ten consecutive years” limit for one
member to sit on the Board.  These By-Laws changes were made so
that we can engage more of our membership in leadership positions
and transition and train new Directors to assume Officer-level roles.  

Board Meetings

Board meetings are held on the 3rd Wed of the month at 7pm via
Zoom
If you wish to attend a board meeting email Jerry
(jerrypotratz@hotmail.com) so he can send you a Zoom invitation to
join the meeting.  

Dues are Due!

Our annual dues are due at the holiday party on December 2.  FFI
has decided to hold its portion of our annual dues for 2023 at the same
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$25 level as 2022.  FFWM has set our club portion at $10 to bring the
dues total to $35 for each membership.  Please make your check out
to FFWM and give it to Marcia Ellis at the party. Or you can mail it to
Lisa Fisher at 9704 Oakview Dr., Portage, MI 49024.

FFWM Holiday Party

Don’t Miss Our Holiday Party and Concert!

Friday, December 2nd 
5:00pm:  Dinner at Martell’s 

(3501 Greenleaf Blvd, Kalamazoo) 
8:00pm: Concert at Miller Auditorium  
(2200 Auditorium Drive, Kalamazoo) 

Featuring The Kalamazoo Concert Band and  
The Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus

We will start our evening with dinner and a brief end-of-year business
meeting and then migrate to WMU’s campus to enjoy what should be a
most beautiful yuletide concert.  
Although the concert is free, you will need a ticket and we will
distribute concert tickets at dinner. If you work and cannot make it to
Martell’s, we can still hold a concert ticket for you and meet you at
WMU. If you have not already given your RSVP, please call Lyn
Hargreave ASAP to see if there is room for you to attend!  (269-352-
1120)  

The evening should be very enjoyable and a lot of fun!

LEO
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22 FFWM members attended the November 6 LEO at Comensoli’s, 
Just a reminder that January through April we change our LEO time

and date to the 12th at 12 noon. 

To the Great Pacific Northwest 

"Here we come!"

We have doubled our fun in the Pacific Northwest to two
Journeys! 
I mentioned in last month’s newsletter that we were looking for another
Pacific Northwest club to host us either before, or after, our Journey to
Eastern Washington / Northern Idaho and the FF club of Lower
Columbia has offered to do just that!  
The dates:

to Eastern Washington / Northern Idaho (EW/NI):  arrive on
Monday, May 15th, depart on Monday, May 22nd
to Lower Columbia:  arrive on Monday, May 22nd, depart on
Sunday, May 28th

Special “thank you’s” go out to Nancy Draayer, Lisa Fisher, and
Catherine Henze!  Nancy and Lisa have volunteered to be
Ambassador Coordinators for these Journeys and Catherine, who
used to be a member of the EW/NI club, will be working with our hosts
on activities for us to do during that visit.   
A number of you have already expressed an interest in going on the
EW/NI Journey.  Please reconfirm your interest in the EW/NI trip, along
with your interest in participating in the additional Journey to Lower
Columbia.  Nancy and Lisa will need to firm up their number of
Ambassadors as they work on travel details and activities with our
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hosts! 
Jerry

Moments in Azerbaijan and
Turkey

Reserve the Date:  Wednesday, 25 January 2023, 7:00pm 
 
Our Ambassadors that returned from their Journey to Azerbaijan and
Turkey had an absolutely incredible time and, on Wednesday, January

25th, at 7:00pm, they are going to share with us their stories and
photos.  We will Zoom this meeting so that all of the Ambassadors and
our club members can appreciate what they have to share with us! 
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You Learn About People When
You Travel Together!

Jakie has a lot of useful things in her purse!!

Travel Opportunities

Click the link below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs.  Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you! 
 2022 Journey Catalog.

 FFWM Newsletter 
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/
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