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Presidents' Message
It’s great to see so many people traveling again in this post-Covid era.
Make sure you check out the Journey Catalog at the bottom of the
newsletter. Global journeys can be rewarding experiences also as they
usually have a theme. I have gone to Sacramento birdwatching, Brazil
to beautiful beaches and an excursion stay in a hut on the Amazon. In
addition, this summer Lisa Fisher and I are planning to go to Germany
on the art and music theme journey. Joining other clubs who have
openings is another way to enjoy traveling with FF.
You will want to read about Jim and Laurie Ziech’s trip to New Zealand
in this newsletter.  Well written with great photos, it sounds like a
wonderful experience. Don’t forget May 10 to find out more.
Friendship Force gives you an experience you wouldn’t have by
traveling other ways. The home hosting introduces you to a cultural
experience that you wouldn’t have otherwise. I have traveled with tour
groups and it’s a totally different experience. I highly recommend

2023 April FFWM Newsletter

FFWM <FFwesternmichigan@gmail.com>
Fri 3/31/2023 9:45 PM

To: Marcia Ann Ellis <marcia.ellis@wmich.edu>

Attention: This email is from outside Western Michigan University. Use caution when opening links
and attachments.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffriendshipforcewmich.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc21672046f87efe455fc8b4cc%26id%3D204a43e87a%26e%3D425c183ab9&data=05%7C01%7Cmarcia.ellis%40wmich.edu%7C2b432ed5e0bb42cf1d3a08db3252d34d%7C257622517aa94c72905f39bf026a8a84%7C0%7C0%7C638159103553025692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I0stb3CstwDIvQrWaIjAXDUheQ6o13KoHzxsBT7ozSY%3D&reserved=0


3/31/23, 10:27 PM Mail - Marcia Ann Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgAuAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW8MOAAQ… 2/8

traveling with FF and you’ll make some new friends as well.
Nancy Draayer

Journeys
Domestic Outbound Journey:
May 15 to 28
- Eastern Washington / Northern Idaho: arrive on Monday, May 15th,
depart on Monday, May 22nd
- Lower Columbia: arrive on Monday, May 22nd, depart on Sunday,
May 28th

Journey Coordinators are Nancy Draayer and Lisa Fisher. This journey
is filled!

International Outbound Journey:
June 26 to July 9

Friendship Force of Metropole Ruhr (Germany) and Friendship Force
of Limburg (Belgium).

Journey Coordinators are Louise and Jerry Potratz.

If interested in this journey send an email to Louise at
lpl4@hotmail.com

 

Domestic Inbound Journey:
July 23 to 30

Friendship Force of Orlando will visit us.

Journey Coordinators are Pam Sackett and Mary Giddings.

Please email Pam at tulikivi@msn.com, or Mary
at fgidrow@gmail.com, if you are interested in home hosting or day
hosting our visiting ambassadors.

mailto:tulikivi@msn.com
mailto:fgidrow@gmail.com
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Journey calendar at a glance.

Join Our Membership Committee
Can someone please volunteer to help Loie Dye with the Membership
Committee? She is soooo lonely! Please email her at
wordpictures@gmail.com. Join this committee and have some fun
positioning our club for the future!

LEO
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Ten members enjoyed a get together at the Blue Dolphin in
Kalamazoo March 12.

NEXT LEO 
April 12 at noon we will experience The Curragh, a traditional Irish

pub. RSVP to Lyn Hargreave at lynhargreave@gmail.com.
73 E 8th St, Holland

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
The Social Committee is planning a Foreign Movie Night the evening

of Wednesday, May 10th, so circle that date.  Should be a fun night! 
Popcorn will be provided!  More information later!
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 Jim and Laurie Ziech’s Trip to New Zealand
 

Giant ferns, forest floors carpeted in moss, rainbows,
birds, and Māori culture are among the memories we
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brought back from a month-long journey through
New Zealand. We participated in a 3-week organized
hiking trip through the North, South, and Stewart
Islands and spent the last week exploring the capital
city of Wellington NZ. This trip included wonderful
hiking venues and some challenges due to
unseasonable rain, a cyclone, lost luggage and even
an earthquake thrown in for good measure.
 
The New Zealand people were very friendly and
welcoming. We experienced a sheep ranch lamb
shearing and had a home stay with a local family.
The hiking was very beautiful including the Southern
Alps, with lakes and various flora and fauna. New
Zealanders are proud of their country and it shows
with respect to their care of the environment and
well-maintained hiking trails. They have a strong
commitment to support and respect the indigenous
Māori peoples which represent about 18% of the
population.  Even though it’s a long flight, we highly
recommend adding New Zealand to your bucket list.
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MyFFI
The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet sign up,
click HERE for detailed instructions.

 Travel Opportunities 
Click the link below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are

currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey
that interests you!

2023 Journey Catalog

2023 Club to Club Journeys

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/
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