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Presidents' Message

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. Lisa and I are traveling with
our club to Germany/Belgium so I will let you know about that in a
future newsletter. There are seven of our members going on this
journey.
Traveling is not the only way to get involved with our club. Besides
having a LEO (let’s eat out), there are usually other activities. Part of
the mission statement of Friendship Force is to learn about other
cultures.  In April, we went to Kalamazoo College to see a Japanese
play told in English and in May we had a foreign movie night at Walden
Woods. In June we went to a free concert at Meijer Gardens. If you
missed these fun activities, check the newsletter for upcoming
activities. On July 18th there will be a picnic at 2:00 at Little John Park
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in Allegan. Kayaking, games and hiking are possible activities.
Another way to get involved is to volunteer for our upcoming inbound
journey July 23-30. Home hosts, dinner hosts and day hosts are all
possibilities. Check with Pam Sacket or Mary Giddings to find out
more on how you can help. It’s a great way to get to know people. So
please consider getting more involved.
Nancy Draayer
 

Journeys

International Outbound Journey:
Happening Now!!
June 26 to July 9  Friendship Force of Metropole Ruhr (Germany) and
Friendship Force of Limburg (Belgium) are hosting our club!
Journey Coordinators are Louise and Jerry Potratz.
 

Domestic Inbound Journey:
July 23 to 30

Friendship Force of Greater Orlando will visit us.

Journey Coordinators are Pam Sackett and Mary Giddings.

A recent email with activities planned was sent on June 17. If you are
interested in day hosting or attending any activities, please email Pam
at tulikivi@msn.com, or Mary at fgidrow@gmail.com, Please try to
attend the welcome brunch and the farewell lunch!

2024 Assigned Journeys:
Domestic outbound to Western North Carolina tentatively in April
International outbound to Wairarapa, New Zealand and Newcastle,
Australia
Looking for Journey Coordinators. If you are at all interested, please
email Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu. It is a great way to get
involved and learn to plan a journey!
 

mailto:tulikivi@msn.com
mailto:fgidrow@gmail.com
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A Journey to FF Northern

Idaho/Eastern Washington 

LEO

On June 6  Nine members met at Meijer Gardens to have dinner in
the cafeteria and watch the concert performance.



7/2/23, 11:56 PM Mail - Marcia Ann Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgBGAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW… 4/7

Next LEO

July 6, Thursday at 6pm
Tangy Crab 4320 S Westnedge, Kalamazoo

RSVP to Lyn Hargreave at lynhargreave@gmail.com

Picnic, Hiking and Kayaking!

Circle the Date for a Picnic, Hiking and Kayaking! 
2:00pm, Tuesday, July 18th 

Littlejohn Lake Park
3540 113th Avenue
Allegan, MI 49010 

Bring your own lunch and kayak and enjoy the great outdoors as we
gather for a mid-summer picnic. There is a lot of space to play yard
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games, a beach area where we can launch kayaks and hiking trails to
enjoy mother nature.   

We have lost a good friend

It is with heavy hearts that we mourn the loss of our dear friend, Inge Luciano.
She passed away on May 25. She will be deeply missed and forever
remembered. Read about her exciting life HERE.

Contribute to the Newsletter
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Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

Travel Opportunities

Click the link below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

2023 Journey Catalog

2023 Club to Club Journeys

FFWM Newsletter
Contact us:  FFwesternmichigan@gmail.com
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