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2023 November FFWM Newsletter

Hope you had a spooktacular Halloween last
night!!!

2023 November FFWM Newsletter

FFWM <FFwesternmichigan@gmail.com>
Wed 11/1/2023 6:29 AM
To: Marcia Ellis <marcia.ellis@wmich.edu> 

Attention: This email is from outside Western Michigan University. Use caution when opening links
and attachments.
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Presidents' Message

Hi FF Members,
I received a message from the regional FFI Field Rep concerning a
couple of travel opportunities with 2 different clubs in Ohio. I did a
similar journey to Brazil a few years ago and highly recommend it. 
FF of Dayton 2024 Journey #24012, FF of Belém BRAZIL
Week 1 prior to home stay starting 6/3/24 - Amazon/Manaus and Rio
de Janeiro
Week 2 prior to home stay - Salvador and Fortaleza
Week 3 - home stay with FF of Belém BRAZIL, 6/17 to 6/24/24
Ambassadors able to do only the partial schedule will still be
considered.
For more information, contact Jim Dillon by phone at (937) 503-
4547 or email at llamajed@gmailcom

FF of Northeast Ohio 2024 Journey #24163, FF of Canadian
Capitol Region
Arrival 5/17; departure 5/23/24.  Region will be concluding its annual
Tulip Festival.  NEO ambassadors expect to drive.
For more information, contact Jackie Herriman at (440) 527-3060 or
email at jamahohe@oh.rr.com
The Canadian Capitol Region club is located around Ottawa, Canada.
The contact info is above if you want to know more. 

You won’t want to miss the last couple of LEOs of the the year. There
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is more info below. Thank you if you read the newsletter. 
Nancy Draayer

LEO

October 6, 2023  Fourteen members met at Saffron's Indian
Restaurant in Kalamazoo. Three of our Holland members car pooled
for the LEO!

Next LEO

November 6th at 6 we are having a potluck at Walden Woods
clubhouse, 3501 Dunns Ridge, Kalamazoo, 49006

We will hear from members who recently went to visit the Belgium and
German clubs. This is an opportunity for all to learn about this
experience and for newer members who have not traveled abroad with
Friendship Force to learn about these rewarding cultural experiences.
Please bring a dish that reflects something of German or Belgian
influence. However, do not let this keep you from coming. . . if recipes
for these dishes are not in your cookbook, bring something else.
BYOB for drinks! How about a German brew or schnapps?

RSVP to lynhargreave@gmail.com.
This event is also an opportunity to pay your dues! 
 

Holiday Party
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Our holiday gathering this year will be on Sunday December 10.  First
we will attend the “Jazz for the
Holidays” concert held at 3:00
pm at the Dalton Center Recital
Hall on the WMU campus.
 Tickets will be $15 for adults or
$12 for seniors.  
You will need to purchase
your own tickets IN
ADVANCE:
 https://wmumusic.ludus.com.  
This will be followed by dinner and our annual meeting at Martell’s
(as we have done the past two years).  Dinner reservations are for
6:00 and there will be a $24.95 (plus tax and tip) menu option.  Please
RSVP to lynhargreave@gmail.com.

Board Elections

Think about serving on the FFWM board!  Terms are two years. Our
organization needs fresh ideas and energy to keep it moving forward.
And work with a fun group of people!!  If you are interested in serving
on the board please notify Nancy Draayer
at ncdraayer@gmail.com. We will hold board elections this month! 
Watch your email for voting instructions!  Exercise your right to vote!

Board Meeting

Any member interested in attending please notify Nancy Draayer
at ncdraayer@gmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting
which is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

Dues Are Due!

The end of the calendar year is when our annual dues (currently
$35/pp) are to be paid.  The holiday gathering is a last chance option
to pay in person.  Only $10 of this stays with our club, the other $25 pp
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must be sent to International in January.  For those of you
who joined during 2023, your dues are paid until the end of
2024. 

Please send your check of $35 made out to FFWM to
Pam Sackett

8201 Talaria Terrace
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Journeys

International Outbound:  
Wairarapa, New Zealand and Newcastle, Australia with FF
Cheyenne, WY
Journey is still in process of negotiations. A journey coordinator is
needed. Louise and Jerry Potratz are journey coordinators for our

club.  Current tentative dates are:  August 14th - September 5th (with
possible extension to September 9th).
 
Domestic Outbound:  
Western North Carolina
Journey Coordinators:  Shirley Wiersma and Arleigh Smyrnios.  This
journey will take place April 2. 
 
International Inbound:
1.  FF of Limburg, Belgium with FF Sarasota, FL
 Journey Coordinators: Jackie Howlett and Lisa Fisher.  Journey is
planned for October 20-27.

2.  FF Xalapa, Mexico with FF Northern Illinois.
Journey Coordinators:  Marcia Ellis and Loie Dye-Gustafson.  

Please consider volunteering to help these journey coordinators!! You
don't need to have experience as a coordinator. You will work with
someone experienced. This is a great way to get involved!
 



11/1/23, 7:45 PM Mail - Marcia Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgBGAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW… 6/7

Catherine is in Nepal!!!

Travel Opportunities

Click the link below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

2023 Journey Catalog

2023 Club to Club Journeys

Contribute to the Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
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other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/
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