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Presidents' Message

Happy New Year, FFMembers,
First, I would like to welcome Jackie Howlett, Paul Franklin and Susan
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Andress to the FFWM board. I commend them for agreeing to join this
amazing group that works hard at keeping our club active. I’m looking
forward to working with them. They join returning board members:
Pam Sackett, Stan Sackett, Jerry Potratz, Loie Gustafson, Cathy
Dopp, and me. A big thanks to outgoing board members Lisa Fisher,
Shirley Wiersma, and Paul Richmond for all their hard work in the past
few years.

Second, if you haven’t paid your dues yet, it’s not too late. The amount
is $35 and there is more information below. The upcoming LEO is a
potluck at Walden Woods on January 12 at noon. Hope to see you
there.
Nancy Draayer

LEO

TIME AND DATE CHANGE!  Our LEO dates will be on the 12th of the
month at 12 noon for the winter months! Please note on your calendar!
 

January 12 at noon
Walden Woods

This will be a potluck. Look for an email from Lyn in the next week. 

Holiday Party

Many got into the holiday spirit by attending a holiday jazz concert at
the Dalton Center, WMU prior to meeting at Martell's in Kalamazoo for
our holiday party. The private room was beautifully decorated for the
holiday season. We had 27 gather together to celebrate our club and
the holidays. Lisa Fisher reviewed our activities of 2023 and
information on upcoming journeys.   HERE for more 
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Thank you for your service!

A big thank you to the three board members who finished their terms
on the FFWM board. 

Shirley Wiersma - at large, secretary
John Richmond - at large

Lisa Fisher - at large, treasurer and president

Many thanks to those who step up to leadership positions so we may
enjoy our club benefits and activities!
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Recent Travel

Pam and Stan Sackett traveled out west recently.
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Lyn & Dave Hargreave experienced real snow in Colorado!

Travel Hint

When applying for your next passport, request a 50 page version
rather than 25. It is no more expensive.
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Dues Are Due!

If you have not yet paid your dues please do so! It is very easy to pay
them through our website: 
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/annual-dues.html
The end of the calendar year is when our annual dues (currently
$35/pp) are to be paid. Only $10 of this stays with our club, the other

$25 pp must be sent to FF International in January.  For
those of you who joined during 2023, your dues are paid
until the end of 2024. 

 

Congratulations Bill!!

For those of you who know Bill Hoover (our Japan journey coordinator)
and FFWM member “Congratulations" are in order!  He has been busy
writing and his book on K.K.Kawakami a journalist who wrote on the
relations between Japan and the US leading up to Pearl Harbor was
recently published.   
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2024 Journeys

International Outbound:  
Wairarapa, New Zealand and Newcastle, Australia with FF
Cheyenne, WY
Journey coordinators are Louise and Jerry Potratz. Current tentative

dates are:  August 14th - September 5th (with possible extension to
September 9th).
 
Domestic Outbound:  
Western North Carolina
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Journey Coordinators:  Shirley Wiersma and Arleigh Smyrnios.  Date:
April 2. 
 
International Inbound:
1.  FF of Limburg, Belgium with FF Sarasota, FL
 Journey Coordinators: Jackie Howlett and Lisa Fisher.  Date: October
20-27.

2.  FF Xalapa, Mexico with FF Northern Illinois.
Journey Coordinators:  Marcia Ellis and Loie Dye-Gustafson with Dave
and Teresa Barnes.  Tentative date is June 20, 2024.

Please consider volunteering to help these journey coordinators!! You
don't need to have experience as a coordinator. You will work with
someone experienced. This is a great way to get involved!
 

Board Meeting

Any member interested in attending please notify Nancy Draayer
at ncdraayer@gmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting
which is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!
Next board meeting is January 17.
The new board will determine the schedule for 2024 meetings and we
will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  

Travel Opportunities

Click the link below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

2023 Journey Catalog

2023 Club to Club Journeys
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Contribute to the Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.
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