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Date Tue 9/30/2025 9:19 PM
To Marcia Ellis <marcia.ellis@wmich.edu>

Attention: This email is from outside Western Michigan University. Use caution when opening links
and attachments.
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President's Message

Hi FFWM Members,
I hope you all enjoyed the inbound journey with the FF Club from
North Carolina. 2026 journey assignments include two domestic clubs
for inbound visits. Unfortunately, we did not get assigned an
international club. Remember that being a part of this club is
volunteering. We need volunteers to host when we have inbound
journeys. These journeys are a lot of fun if we have lots of people
helping.
 Also, dues are due by the end of the year. You can send a check to
Pam Sackett or pay online.
If you are not receiving your FFWM newsletter on the first day of the
month, check your spam email. You can always contact Marcia Ellis if
you have questions.

Enjoy the beautiful fall season and happy Halloween!!
Nancy
 

2025 Journeys

Outbound:  Oct 15-23, 2025 We will join FF Manchester, England, on
a journey to visit FF Minnesota Twin Cities.  Journey Coordinators
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are Louise Potratz and Luana VanDam. If you have not received an
email from them and are interested in going, contact Louise at
LPL4@hotmail.com

Inbound:  Sept 18-24  FF Western North Carolina. 
Journey Coordinators are Shirley Wiersma and Sheila Nichols. 
Ten guests visited from Western NC. A good time was had by all!! 
Check out more pictures on our website.

2026 Journey Assignments
Inbound:  Central Arizona USA
Inbound:  Tallahassee FL USA
Outbound:  Oklahoma USA
Outbound:  Iringa, Tanzania

September 6 LEO

The weather was cool, making it seem like an Octoberfest!  24 of our
members met at Steinspark Biergarten for our September LEO. It was
fitting that we had 2 German social work interns joining us!
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October LEO

✈️  🇦🇺🦘🦜✈️🇳🇿🥝🐑✈️

Monday October 6 at 6:00!

Friendship Village
4309 Persianwood Drive, Kalamazoo

Jerry/Louise and Paul/Gayle will share 
their experiences from their journey to

Australia and New Zealand last fall.

Bring a dish of your choice to share along with
your drink of choice.

RSVP to Lynhargreave@gmail.com

✈️  🇦🇺🦘🦜✈️🇳🇿🥝🐑✈️
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Board Meeting

The next board meeting is on Wednesday, October 29th at
7pm. Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

See Who Is Traveling

Louise and I traveled on an amazing global journey to Turkey in
April/May with 14 other ambassadors from Germany, Taiwan, and the
United States.  We arrived early to spend  a few special days with our
friends, Meral and Sait Tosun, who visited FFWM last summer and
who hosted our club when FFWM visited Bursa Turkey in 2022. We
then joined our global group for a busy, colorful, and historical 5-day
tour of Istanbul before returning to Bursa with the group for our 2nd
homestay. We spent an unforgettable week with our fun loving and
artistic hosts, Birgul and Yuksel, making new memories and lasting
friendships while visiting a goat farm, hiking in ancient cities,
discovering “hidden”  tea rooms and listening to traditional music!  We
then continued to Cappadocia, Bodrum, and to Ephesus, etc.
There were so many highlights:  certainly, the mosques of Istanbul, the
homestays in Bursa, the cave hotels/ restaurants and hot air balloon
rides of Cappadocia, a day of relaxation on a private yacht on the
Aegean Sea, and ancient ruins such as Ephesus.  The Turkish people
are warm and hospitable and nice friendships were made with our
local hosts and traveling ambassadors. It was a journey to treasure! 
Jerry Potratz

11/12/25, 9:30 PM newsletters & announcements - Marcia Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgAuAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW8MOAAQ… 5/8



11/12/25, 9:30 PM newsletters & announcements - Marcia Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgAuAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW8MOAAQ… 6/8



Travel Opportunities

Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

Go HERE to see all group journeys. 

Contribute to the Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.
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My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/

 

This email was sent to ellism@wmich.edu
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