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Happy Thanksgiving!
 

President's Message

Greetings FFWM,
Friendship Force is an important organization that promotes
peace and understanding among cultures globally. This has
never been a more important mission.
Unfortunately, the mission of Friendship Force doesn’t
happen without everyone’s help. FFI is making some big
changes to ensure the future of Friendship Force here and
around the world.
Logistically, this means that the FFI dues will go up to $100
for 2026. Many of us have already paid the usual amount
not knowing about this change. Your checks will be torn up
and cash will be returned. So if you gave Pam a dues check,
be sure to adjust your checkbooks!
Think about if you want Friendship Force to continue it’s
mission of promoting peace and friendship around the world.
If you have traveled with FF, think of all the friendships you
have established and how it’s given you a better
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understanding of other cultures.
FFI will be collecting dues starting January 5th with a
deadline of March 31. You will have the opportunity to read a
lot more information regarding the change.  If you feel that
the FFI dues don’t align with your goals, our board has
discussed other options for those who don’t travel, but wish
to remain a member of our local club. I will be at the
November 6 LEO to discuss this further and answer your
questions.
Nancy Draayer

Dues

Friendship Force International is changing the collection process for
paying annual dues. They are asking that we each individually pay our
dues to FFI through our myffi portal. They will be ready to begin
accepting dues through the portal after January 5 and they will be
sending specific instruction on how to do this.
Our dues to FFI for 2026 will be $100 per member, payable through
the portal. Some who no longer travel will be willing to pay the FFI
membership just to support the international organization and are
encouraged to do so.  Our FFWM board has discussed membership
options we can offer to those who no longer travel with FFI but would
like to continue membership in our local club. Our club president,
Nancy Draayer, will be at our next LEO on Nov. 6 to discuss and
answer any questions you may have.
 

FFWM visited FF Twin Cities

Oct 15-23, 2025 Ten FFWM members and one FF Manchester,
England member visited FF Minnesota Twin Cities.  Journey
Coordinators were Louise Potratz and Luana VanDam. What a warm
and welcoming club!  Minneapolis and St. Paul have so much to
offer!!  For more pictures click HERE.
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2026 Journeys

2026 Journey Assignments
Inbound:  Central Arizona USA
Inbound:  Tallahassee FL USA
Outbound:  Oklahoma USA
Outbound:  Iringa, Tanzania

October 6 LEO

At our LEO on Oct 6th 26 members gathered for a potluck at the
Friendship Village Clubhouse (thanks to Carol Vanauken-Haight for
the venue).
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Jerry Potratz presented on the journey to Australia and Gayle Franklin
presented on the New Zealand portion. Looks like they all had a lot of
fun! More photos HERE.

November LEO

🍗🥧🦃
Thursday, November 6 at 6:00

Hillside Indian
600 Romence Rd, Suite 140

Kalamazoo, MI

Check out their menu here for Indian and Pakistani
cuisine:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FRXjyuAqRp5sKOXgt0xKlknx1L9AURbq/view?
pli=1

 
RSVP to lynhargreave@gmail.com by November 4. 

🍗🥧🦃

December Holiday Party

🎄❄️☃️🥂🎁🔔❄️☃️🥂🎁🎄
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4:00-5:30 WMU CHORAL CHRISTMAS (optional))
First Presbyterian Church

321 W South Street
Featuring the University Chorale Singers, Anima, Amphion,
The Campus Choir, Chamber Singers and Gold Company

PURCHASE TICKETS ($14 for seniors) at:
https://wmumusic.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200495316

You are encouraged to purchase these general admission tickets 
ASAP to assure space.

6:00 Walden Woods Clubhouse, 3501 Dunn’s Ridge
NIBBLE POTLUCK

Please bring a substantial nibble to share and your choice of drink.

7:00 ANNUAL MEETING
A recap of 2025, announced journeys and discussion of plans for 2026

7:45- 9:30:  WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
Please bring a wrapped fun “white elephant” gift

Be prepared to steal and laugh.

(Please note, times are approximate)
 

🎄❄️☃️🥂🎁🔔❄️☃️🥂🎁🎄

Board Meeting

The next board meeting will be on Wednesday Nov 12  at
7pm. Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

See Who Is Traveling
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Katherine Heinze is on a FFI journey down the Mekong River.
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Lisa Fisher & Nancy Draayer (pictured here with Sylvie Grondin of FF
Sherbrooke, Quebec) went on a special journey called Hiking in
Colorful Quebec. They were hosted by three different Canadian clubs--
Montreal, Sherbrooke and Ottawa. They experienced beautiful fall
colors with hiking and sightseeing and met some old friends, too!
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Sandi Vegter is kayaking in the Galapagos!!

FFI Regional Conference

Registration is now LIVE for Friendship Force
International's

2026 North American Regional Conference
in the heart of Memphis, Tennessee​.
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REGISTER NOW

 
 Conference Details
 
When: April 24-27, 2026 (Friday arrival through Monday checkout)
Where: ​The Hyatt Centric ​Hotel on Beale Street - Memphis's most
exciting district
What: A weekend of learning, friendship, ​fun and Southern hospitality
 
What awaits you in Memphis​

Opening plenary featuring inspiring speakers and entertainment
Meet fellow attendees during our delegation introductions​ and
social breaks
​Workshops by FFI staff and ​t​he Canadian and US Field
Representatives
Welcome gifts, personalized name tag and conference gift bag
Optional excursions on Friday evening, Saturday, and Sunday
Closing banquet on Sunday night with dinner, dancing, and
entertainment

Travel Opportunities

Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

Go HERE to see all group journeys. 

Contribute to the Newsletter
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Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/
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