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HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON TO YOU ALL!

President's Message

Happy Holidays FFWM,

Last month I discussed that starting in 2026, USA Friendship Force
dues will be $100 per year. You can pay online all at once or in
monthly installments of $8.33. Your membership year will now begin
on the date you first pay and renew 12 months later—no more
January–December cycle.

For anyone who can’t or prefers not to use the website, our club can
still submit a bulk payment. Once FFI receives your payment, they will
activate your membership and give you access to MyFF.

Please remember: no payment means no FFI membership and no
website access. More importantly, it means you will not be permitted to
travel with FFI journeys.

Local club Membership Option

For those of you who no longer plan to travel but still want to support
our club by attending events or helping with inbound
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journeys, Friendship Force West Michigan club will offer $10 local-only
membership.

We appreciate every member and want everyone to stay connected!

Hope to see everyone on December 6!

Nancy Draayer

From FFI

What Is Friendship Force?
Founded in 1977 by visionary Wayne Smith and supported by the late
President Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter, Friendship Force International
is a non-profit cultural organization focused on promoting
understanding, cultural education, and citizen diplomacy through
homestay journeys and personal friendships. Through these exciting
personal encounters, strangers become friends – and we know that by
experiencing different views, you can discover common ground.

2026 Journeys

Journey Assignments
Inbound:  Central Arizona USA.  Need Journey Coordinator

Inbound:  Tallahassee FL USA Journey Coordinator is Pam Sackett
Outbound:  Oklahoma USA  Need Journey Coordinator
Outbound:  Iringa, Tanzania  Need Journey Coordinator

November LEO
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Twenty two members attended the LEO November 6 at Hillside
Indian Restaurant in Kalamazoo.

December Holiday Party
December 6

🎄❄️☃️🥂🎁🔔❄️☃️🥂🎁🎄

 
4:00-5:30 WMU CHORAL CHRISTMAS (optional))

First Presbyterian Church
321 W South Street

Featuring the University Chorale Singers, Anima, Amphion,
The Campus Choir, Chamber Singers and Gold Company

PURCHASE TICKETS ($14 for seniors) at:
https://wmumusic.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200495316

You are encouraged to purchase these general admission tickets 
ASAP to assure space.

6:00 Walden Woods Clubhouse, 3501 Dunn’s Ridge
NIBBLE POTLUCK

Please bring a substantial nibble to share and your choice of drink.

7:00 ANNUAL MEETING
A recap of 2025, announced journeys and discussion of plans for 2026

7:45- 9:30:  WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
Please bring a wrapped fun “white elephant” gift

Be prepared to steal and laugh.
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(Please note, times are approximate)
 

🎄❄️☃️🥂🎁🔔❄️☃️🥂🎁🎄

Board Meeting

The next board meeting will be at the annual membership
meeting and holiday gathering on December 6. 
Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

See Who Is Traveling
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Pat Franklin, Irene Miranda ( our Spanish daughter) myself at Poble
Espanyol in Barcelona

from Gayle Franklin

Lyn and Dave Hargreave witnessed  a volcanic eruption in Hawaii.

Where have you traveled in the past year with or without Friendship
Force?  The editor of this newsletter has no more submissions of
people traveling. Please submit a picture or two with a title to
ellism@wmich.edu!!

Celebrate!
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Dave and Lynn Hargreave celebrated their 60th anniversary with
family!

FFI Regional Conference

Registration is now LIVE for Friendship Force
International's

2026 North American Regional Conference
in the heart of Memphis, Tennessee​.
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REGISTER NOW

 

Conference Details
 
When: April 24-27, 2026 (Friday arrival through Monday checkout)
Where: ​The Hyatt Centric ​Hotel on Beale Street - Memphis's most
exciting district
What: A weekend of learning, friendship, ​fun and Southern hospitality
 
What awaits you in Memphis​

Opening plenary featuring inspiring speakers and entertainment
Meet fellow attendees during our delegation introductions​ and
social breaks
​Workshops by FFI staff and ​t​he Canadian and US Field
Representatives
Welcome gifts, personalized name tag and conference gift bag
Optional excursions on Friday evening, Saturday, and Sunday
Closing banquet on Sunday night with dinner, dancing, and ​
entertainment 

Travel Opportunities

Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

Go HERE to see all group journeys. 

Contribute to the Newsletter
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Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/

 

This email was sent to ellism@wmich.edu
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences
Friendship Force of Western Michigan · 302 Sabin · Kalamazoo, MI 49006 · USA
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