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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!

President's Message

Happy New Year FFWM,

This will be an interesting year for Friendship Force with all the
changes happening. I hope you will consider staying with FFI
especially if you plan to travel. We need active members for the
continued success of our club. You can now pay online. See below
for how to do it.
If you have chosen not to join FFI, you can still join as a local
member. Please consider this option as we have a great group at our
LEOs and I would hate to lose you as members.
Speaking of LEOs, it will be exciting to try a new way of getting
together. If you haven’t responded to Lyn yet, please do so so she
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can assign you to a host for the small group lunch on January 12 at
noon.

Let’s keep this an active and vibrant club in the new year!

Nancy Draayer

2026 Board Members

Nancy Draayer
Cathy Dopp
Stan Sackett

Loie Dye-Gustafson
Pam Sackett

Jackie Howlett
Louise Potratz
Tom McGarry
Phil Johnson

2026 Journeys

Journey Assignments
Inbound:  Central Arizona USA.  Need Journey Coordinator

Inbound:  Tallahassee FL USA Journey Coordinator is Pam Sackett
Outbound:  Oklahoma USA  Need Journey Coordinator
Outbound:  Iringa, Tanzania  Need Journey Coordinator

December 6 Holiday Party
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Some members attended the WMU Choral Christmas. Then twenty
two members met for a nibble potluck, a white elephant gift exchange,
and our annual membership meeting. Nancy presented a recap of
2025 of our activities this year and board elections were held.
For more pictures, visit our website.

Social Committee

A message from our Social Committee:
A NEW SOCIAL PLAN!

At our annual meeting we announced a change for our monthly LEOs.
It was approved by those present.  However, it will only work if you
notify us in advance that you will be participating and cancel in
advance if you will not be able to come.
At present we have 2 venue types in our annual rotation: restaurants
and potlucks (at either Walden Woods Clubhouse or Friendship
Village Clubhouse). We are now adding a third venue type: small
groups at various members’ homes.  We might call this “Guess who’s
coming to dinner”!
Three times during the year one of our members will host a dinner for
7-10 people in their home. Each time hosts will change and the dinner
participants will change.  This way you will get to know more people in
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our club!

The months, times and hosts as of now are as follows.  Parts of this
may change as hosts know their schedules, but please look at your
calendars and take note.

Monday January 12 @ noon for lunch.  Hosts will be:
Alice and Paul Asmus

Louise and Jerry Potratz
Gayle and Paul Franklin

The notice for participation to this dinner will be coming before
New Years, so please watch your email so you can respond
quickly.

Sunday April 12 @ noon for brunch.  Hosts will be:
Janice Lakers and Joe Novara
Arleigh Smyrnios and Charlie 

Barbara Wright
 

Tuesday October 6 @ 6:00 for dinner.  Hosts will be:
Laurie and Jim Ziech

Phil Johnson and Mary Baggerman
Dave and Lyn Hargreave.

Next LEO

❄️☃️🥮��¶ ��Â ���Í ��¶ ��Í ��☃️ ��❄️
We have three hosts in the Kalamazoo area who will host a �Q�R�R�Q

�P�H�D�O in their home on �0�R�Q�G�D�\�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\��������

It is IMPORTANT that you �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G �$�6�$�3��so we can assign you to
one of these hosts and they can then contact you with how you can
contribute to the meal, and any other needed information such as
exact time and directions.
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�5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���P�D�G�H���E�\���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������L�I���\�R�X���S�O�D�Q���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H��

 If you do not respond by that date we will assume you are not
available or interested. Remember, this is our first time arranging this.
We need your cooperation to make it successful!

❄️ ☃️ ���+�$�3�3�<���1�(�:���<�(�$�5���7�2���$�/�/��❄️ ☃️

Board Meeting

This month the next board meeting will be at 5pm on January 14,
2026.
Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this
newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

See Who Is Traveling

In September I hiked the Coast to Coast trail with the Sierra Club in
northern England.The scenery was spectacular, and our days of
hiking culminated in good meals at quaint lodges. Fantastic!
Teresa Barnes
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Dan and Loie Dye-Gustafson traveled to Bellingham, Washington to
see Loie's son and daughter-in-law.

�:�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U���Z�L�W�K���R�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S

�)�R�U�F�H�" ���7�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�L�V���Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���K�D�V���Q�R���P�R�U�H���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I

�S�H�R�S�O�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J�����3�O�H�D�V�H���V�X�E�P�L�W���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���R�U���W�Z�R���Z�L�W�K���D���W�L�W�O�H���W�R

�H�O�O�L�V�P�#�Z�P�L�F�K���H�G�X����

How To Pay FFI Dues
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Sign in to your MyFFI account and click on My Dashboard on the left.
Then follow the screen prompts as pictured below.
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FFI Regional Conference

Registration is now LIVE for Friendship Force
International's
2026 North American Regional Conference
in the heart of Memphis, Tennessee​.
 

�5�(�*�,�6�7�(�5���1�2�:

Conference Details
 
When: April 24-27, 2026 (Friday arrival through Monday checkout)
Where: ​The Hyatt Centric ​Hotel on Beale Street - Memphis's most
exciting district
What: A weekend of learning, friendship, ​fun and Southern hospitality
 
What awaits you in Memphis​

Opening plenary featuring inspiring speakers and entertainment

Meet fellow attendees during our delegation introductions​ and
social breaks

​Workshops by FFI staff and ​t​he Canadian and US Field
Representatives
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Welcome gifts, personalized name tag and conference gift bag

Optional excursions on Friday evening, Saturday, and Sunday

Closing banquet on Sunday night with dinner, dancing, and ​
entertainment 

Travel Opportunities

Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey

that interests you!

Go HERE to see all group journeys. 

Contribute to the Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O�����F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����S�O�D�F�H�V���\�R�X�
�Y�H���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�� please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

My FFI
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The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 �)�)�:�0���1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U

�K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�I�R�U�F�H�Z�P�L�F�K���R�U�J��

 

This email was sent to �H�O�O�L�V�P�#�Z�P�L�F�K���H�G�X

�Z�K�\���G�L�G���,���J�H�W���W�K�L�V�"    �X�Q�V�X�E�V�F�U�L�E�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���O�L�V�W    �X�S�G�D�W�H���V�X�E�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V

Friendship Force of Western Michigan · 302 Sabin · Kalamazoo, MI 49006 · USA
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