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2026 June FFWM newsletter

From FFWM <FFwesternmichigan@88357545.mailchimpapp.com>
Date Sun 5/31/2026 5:58 PM
To Marcia Ellis <marcia.ellis@wmich.edu>

Attention: This email is from outside Western Michigan University. Use caution when opening links
and attachments.

June 2026

President’s Message

Greetings FFWM,
I’m so pleased to say that we had a successful inbound journey with
FF Tallahassee.  A big thanks to Pam Sackett, Journey Coordinator ,
and everyone who hosted, day hosted, dinner hosted, or helped out
in any way.  Speaking of journeys, I received our journey
assignments from FFI for 2027.

Outbound
International:  FF Xalapa, Mexico

Domestic:  FF Dallas, Texas
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Inbound
Domestic:  FF Twin Cities, Minneapolis-St. Paul

We hosted Xalapa 2 years ago and we went to Minneapolis last year
making these reciprocal journeys. Watch for more information about
these journeys in the upcoming months.
I am currently traveling with FFSWFL visiting FF Cornwall and a
post trip to Scotland. Check your email for upcoming journey
opportunities with other clubs. There is a lot of opportunity for travel!
See you at the LEO on June 6!!
Nancy

2026 Journeys

Journey Assignments
Outbound:  October 10-17. FF Oklahoma City. JCs: Loie Dye-
Gustafson and Marcia Ellis.

Friendship Force Oklahoma is looking forward to hosting your club from Michigan.
Plans are underway to share not only our city of the present but to take a peek at our
past.  Oklahoma’s celebration of 100 year old US Route 66 is on the agenda and a tour
of the renovated state capitol with its exhibit of Oklahoma art will be included in this
journey to Oklahoma City.  The culture of the ole’ west and our rich and beautiful
Native American heritage will be explored at the Cowboy and Western heritage
Museum.  A trip to the National Weather Service will show how those important
tornado warnings are developed.  Top this with a sampling of good Oklahoma food.
Come join us!!!!!     FF Oklahoma

Accepting ambassador applications now. Download the Ambassador
Application here.   Please email your application to Loie at
wordpictures@gmail.com.

Outbound: July 11-Aug 7. Iringa, Tanzania  JCs: Louise Potratz
(LPL4@hotmail.com), Nancy Draayer, Lisa Fisher. Waiting list only.

Journey forms can be downloaded from our website HERE.

2027 Journeys
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Outbound
International:  FF Xalapa, Mexico
Domestic:  FF Dallas, Texas
Inbound
Domestic:  FF Twin Cities, Minneapolis-St. Paul

Next LEO June 6 at 6pm

Our next LEO will be an Asian experience!
Cravings Corners

8107 Vineyard Parkway,
Mattawan, MI

Menu:  https://cravings-corners-1.wheree.
Please RSVP to lynhargreave@gmail.com so reservations can be
confirmed.

Enjoy the holiday weekend!
See you the following Saturday!

May 6 LEO and
FF Tallahassee Journey

CORRECTION: The hosts for the Sunday, April 12th small group
gatherings were: Pam & Stan Sackett, Janice Laker and Arleigh
Smyrnios.

May’s LEO occurred at Root Cafe during our journey week with FF
Tallahassee.  

Our club hosted 8 members from FF Tallahassee, Florida. We
started with a welcome gathering. We visited Meijer Gardens in
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Grand Rapids, Dutch Village and the Tulip Festival in Holland,  the
Ladies Library and the Kalamazoo Institute of Art in Kalamazoo.
There was a visit to Amish country. We attended a Gilmore Piano
Festival concert. And we volunteered at the Gleaners food
processing. A farewell dinner was at Friendship Village where we
enjoyed piano and cello selections by Catherine Henze and friend.
More pictures can be seen on our website.

Volunteer Opportunity in
Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo Institute of Art (KIA) is looking for docent volunteers.
Docents facilitate interactive and engaging museum tours for
diverse audiences. The tours are of the KIA’s collection and special
exhibits for people of all ages, but primarily upper elementary
students (grades 3-5).
If you are excited to engage with strangers, open to learning new
things, and willing to give a few hours of your time, this is the
opportunity for you!
KIA is recruiting a new class of docents beginning in September.
You can find an application HERE. Contact Jennifer Cooley at 269
585 9288 if you have any questions.

Board Meeting
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The next board meeting will be June 17, 2026 at 7pm.
Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!

See Who Is Traveling

Lisa Fisher and Nancy Draayer went with FF SW Florida to FF
Cornwall, England.

Marcia Ellis joined them on the post trip to Scotland.
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Travel Opportunities

Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey
that interests you!
Go HERE to see all group journeys. (You
must be signed in to myFFI).

Contribute to the Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.
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My FFI

The members-only portal, my.friendshipforce.org, is the go-to place for
news, journey opportunities, payments, virtual experiences and all
other member-relevant information. If you have not yet signed up,
click Word or PDF for detailed instructions.

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/

 

This email was sent to ellism@wmich.edu
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