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2026 August FFWM newsletter

From FFWM <FFwesternmichigan@88357545.mailchimpapp.com>
Date Sat 8/1/2026 12:43 AM
To Marcia Ellis <marcia.ellis@wmich.edu>

Attention: This email is from outside Western Michigan University. Use caution when opening links
and attachments.

August 2026

President’s Message

Greetings from Tanzania,
Jambo. Six of us are enjoying our experiences on our journey here.
First we stayed with our hosts of FF Iringa, Tanzania. They were
very welcoming and gracious. One of our highlights was a bridal
Send-off for one of our hosts, a tradition in which the community
sends off the bride to her new family.
The second part of our journey has included many safaris in national
parks and meeting different tribes. We are looking forward to sharing
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more about our incredible experiences.
Hope to see you at Twelve Baskets on August 21 at 1:00pm.
Nancy

2026 Journeys
Journey Assignments
Outbound:  October 10-17. FF Oklahoma City. JCs: Loie Dye-
Gustafson and Marcia Ellis.

Friendship Force Oklahoma is looking forward to hosting your club from Michigan.
Plans are underway to share not only our city of the present but to take a peek at our
past.  Oklahoma’s celebration of 100 year old US Route 66 is on the agenda and a tour
of the renovated state capitol with its exhibit of Oklahoma art will be included in this
journey to Oklahoma City.  The culture of the ole’ west and our rich and beautiful
Native American heritage will be explored at the Cowboy and Western heritage
Museum.  A trip to the National Weather Service will show how those important
tornado warnings are developed.  Top this with a sampling of good Oklahoma food.
Come join us!!!!!     FF Oklahoma

Accepting ambassador applications now. Download the Ambassador
Application here.   Please email your application to Loie at
wordpictures@gmail.com.
This journey has been opened to other clubs.

Outbound: July 11-Aug 7. Iringa, Tanzania  JCs: Louise Potratz
(LPL4@hotmail.com), Nancy Draayer, Lisa Fisher.  Currently on-going!

Journey forms can be downloaded from our website HERE.

2027 Journeys
Outbound

International:  FF Xalapa, Mexico
Domestic:  FF Dallas, Texas

Inbound
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Domestic:  FF Twin Cities, Minneapolis-St. Paul
Looking for journey coordinators!

July 6 LEO
35 of us spent a glorious afternoon at Marcia & Roy’s lake house.
There were 4 perspective members who attended the party! The
weather could not have been nicer! For more photos go HERE.

Next LEO August 5 at 6
pm

�  ` . 	  ï  �  a  �  ì
It’s LEO time again!

PLEASE NOTE A BIT OF A CHANGE
We will meet this month on

*AUGUST 5*, not the 6th (but still at 6:00pm)
AT

The Friendship Village (F.V.) Clubhouse
HOWEVER

Due to construction at F.V. you must now go
further north on Drake Rd.
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Turn right onto Grand Prairie, then again onto the first
right which will be Cumberland. This turns into Kingsbrook
Drive. Follow it around (don’t worry about name changes).
When you come to Stonemill Road go right and this will
will take you to the back entrance of F.V. and Persianwood
Dr. Continue on Persianwood until you come to the
Clubhouse on your left.

This will be a potluck so bring a dish of your
choosing to share.

Marci Ellis will share a presentation on her FFI
journey to the Isle of Wight as well as other

recent travels in the UK.
Please reply yay or nay to lynhargreave@gmail.com

�  ` . 	  ï  �  a  �  ì

A Passing of Note
It is with sadness that Laura Jane Colber’s husband, “Bud” Myron
Colber has passed away. He was a previous member of FFWM. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Laura Jane at this difficult time.
A memorial service is scheduled for August 7, at 1pm with noon
visitation at LaGrave Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids.
His obituary:  https://heritagelifestory.com/obituaries/myron-
colber.152373
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Volunteer Opportunity in Kalamazoo

BEOME A DOCENT!!
Kalamazoo Institute of Art (KIA) is looking for docent volunteers.
Docents facilitate interactive and engaging museum tours for diverse
audiences. The tours are of the KIA’s collection and special exhibits for
people of all ages, but primarily upper elementary students (grades 3-
5).
If you are excited to engage with strangers, open to learning new
things, and willing to give a few hours of your time, this is the
opportunity for you!
KIA is recruiting a new class of docents beginning in September. You
can find an application HERE. Contact Jennifer Cooley at 269 585
9288 if you have any questions.

FFI has a new website!!
Check it out!! You can now see journeys coming up and it is much
easier to navigate!

Click HERE

Board Meeting
The next board meeting will be August 19, 2026 at 7pm.
Typically board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month. We will announce the dates and times through this newsletter.  
Any member interested in attending please notify Louise Potratz at
LpL4@hotmail.com. You will receive an invitation to the meeting which
is held via Zoom. You don't even have to leave your house!
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See Who Is Traveling
Jackie Howlett, Luana VanDam, Nancy Draayer, Lisa Fisher, Jerry &
Louise Potratz visiting FF Iringa, Zimbabwe, Africa.

Louise & Jerry Potratz went with Marcia Ellis & Roy Pearson on the
post-FFI regional conference cruise on the mighty Mississippi River.
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The route was from Memphis, TN to New Orleans, LA with the
American Cruise Line.

Travel Opportunities
Click the links below to review a catalog of Special Journeys that are
currently being offered by other FFI clubs. Perhaps there is a journey
that interests you!
Go HERE to see all group journeys. (You must be signed in to myFFI).
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Contribute to the
Newsletter

Would you like to contribute something or share a travel experience in
this newsletter? If you are willing to share your adventures, a photo, or
anything related to travel, cultures, places you've visited, please email
your article to Marcia Ellis at ellism@wmich.edu.

 FFWM Newsletter
https://www.friendshipforcewmich.org/
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