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June 2021  Newsletter

Notes from the President

How nice it was to see so many club members at our picnic last month
in Grand Rapids!  This brief activity reminded me how enjoyable it is to
spend actual face-to-face time with each other.  I am looking forward
to future events!  Our Social Committee will be organizing more
activities that will get us together.  
Our next activity will be virtual, however, as we will have a Trivia Night

on Wednesday, June 9th, at 7:00 pm (see promo below).  This
particular game probably contains more puzzle solving than trivia
questions.  It should be a lot of fun! 

Ready or Not?  The answer is:  Yes, … kind of… 
I can summarize our recent survey results as follows:

the majority of our club members are not ready to host
ambassadors in 2021;
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however, there are enough of us willing to host that we could offer
Western Michigan as a Journey destination;
the vast majority of our members want to require vaccinations of
our guests and our hosts;
the fall was the season most preferred for hosting; and
an Arts theme was most often chosen, but “no theme” was
second choice

Given the above information, our board has decided to host visitors if
we can find a nearby Friendship Force club as co-hosts.  Taking this
approach offers the following advantages:

by partnering with another club, we stimulate their FFI members
to get re-engaged in hosting and travel;
FFWM’s number of days hosting will be limited to 3 or 4 nights;
offering a journey supports FFI’s financial needs (see related
message in this newsletter); and
we had a lot of new members join FFWM in 2019 and, due to
covid, they have not been able to get engaged with Journeys…
this will give them a chance to meet others and experience what
traveling with Friendship Force is all about.

Marci Ellis and Pam Sackett have volunteered to be co-coordinators
for this Journey.  Marci is contacting other clubs to see who might be
interested in joining us.  A big Thank You to Marci and Pam!  Stay
tuned for more updates! 

Crossing the Finish Line with FFI 
Last year, FFI launched a very critical and successful fundraising
effort, which resulted in $350,000 being donated to keep the
organization going through June 30, 2021.  I was very proud that our
club stepped up big time by sending $6,610 to FFI (42 members
contributing a total of $4,610, combined with our board-approved
dollar-for-dollar match of up to $2,000 from our treasury).  Last year’s
fundraising along with FFI reducing its staff, focusing its efforts, and
gaining government covid assistance, has allowed FFI to survive.  
Now I am asking you to consider helping FFI with it’s Crossing the
Finish Line fundraising effort, designed to close the financial gap as
the pandemic winds down and Friendship Force gears up!  Be assured
that FFI is not under threat of closing, but Journeys, which are the
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main source of revenue for FFI, will be very scarce, especially globally,
throughout the remainder of this year.  You can read more about this
campaign, and donate, by going to this website:  Crossing the Finish
Line 
Our board has decided that we will not be making a contribution from
our treasury for this fundraiser, but we do ask our entire membership
to be as generous as you can.  We have a lot of FFWM members who
are looking forward to traveling to Turkey (postponed from 2020) and
to Russia and the republic of Georgia in 2022 and we are all very
anxious to resume the travel and hosting opportunities that we all
enjoy… in 2022 and beyond!

Journeys. . . finally!

Our club is lucky to have two international journeys approved for
2022.  Marci Ellis and Louise Potratz are co-coordinators (Thank you!)
of our covid-postponed 2020 trip to Turkey.  Because we have been
planning for Turkey since 2019, and already have a pretty good
number of interested ambassadors, I want to focus this article on the
new additions to our travel plans... Veliky Novgorod, Russia, and
Tbilisi, Georgia.  Lisa Fisher has volunteered to be a coordinator
(Thank you!) for this journey, but we need the help of a "co-
coordinator", so please consider joining Lisa in this important role.
Working with an experienced person is a great way to see how it is
done. Contact Lisa via email: lisacfisher@live.com. 
Veliky Novgorod is the oldest city in Russia.  It's historic monuments
and surroundings have been declared a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.  St Sophia's Cathedral is one of the best-preserved churches
from the 11th century. It is said to be the oldest structure still in use in
Russia and the first one to represent original features of Russian
architecture (austere stone walls, five helmet-like domes, etc.).  
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St Sophia's Cathedral - Novgorod, Russia

A collection of icons - Novgorod, Russia

Tbilisi is the capital city of Georgia.  Located strategically in the heart
of the Caucasus between Europe and Asia, Tbilisi became an object
of rivalry among the region's various powers such as the Roman
Empire, Byzantine Empire, Turkish Empire, and even the
Mongols.  The cultural development of the city was somewhat
dependent on who ruled the city at various times.

Scenic Tbilisi, Georgia
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Old Town, Tbilisi, Georgia

At this point, we do not know the dates for this journey, but please
share your interest with Lisa, if you want to be considered for what is
likely to be an absolutely awesome trip!  Let's do some traveling and
make some friends!

Calling All Puzzle Solvers!

Mark your calendars!!  Join us on June 9th at 7pm! 
Be ready to solve puzzles and play a little trivia via Zoom! Watch your

email that day for an invitation to the game.

Picnic

On May 24th 23 members had a picnic at Johnson Park in GR. We
played some Covid Bingo and other games developed by our Social
Committee. We had 4 teams competing at Corn Hole. Some took a
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short hike. The weather was perfect and it was fabulous seeing each
other in person!

Photocluster

The Photocluster group just finished the topic of nature's art. Check
out some of the pictures in the permanent folder.  
Anyone who may be interested in joining the photocluster should send
an email to Dave Hargreave. (david.hargreave@wmich.edu) 
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30th Anniversary Celebration of FFWM

In February and March issues of this newsletter we reported on the
history of our Friendship Force of Western Michigan Club.  This year is
the 30th anniversary of our club. Our social committee is beginning to
plan for a celebration to take place in September.  If anyone would like
to help the committee with the plans, please contact Lyn Hargreave. 
(lynhargreave@gmail.com)

Waltraut Knoll

On May 11 our member and friend Waltraut Knoll unexpectedly



6/5/2021 Mail - Marcia Ellis - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAMkADY0Y2QwYTQwLWI1YmYtNGJiZi1iMDY3LTlkZTMyMzExN2E2ZgBGAAAAAAAa27zYs0zZT7ADP3oW… 8/9

passed away. Waltraut has been a member of FFWM since 2015.
She went with our club to visit the FF of Southwest Florida club in
2018. During our virtual holiday party, Waltraut shared with us
holiday memories from her childhood in Austria.  
All of Waltraut's relatives live in her home country. No details are
available about an obituary or funeral arrangements.  We will miss
her.  Rest in peace. 

Waltraut wrote the following for her Bio:

I am originally from Austria and went to school there and in
Switzerland.  More than 40 years ago I moved to the United
States and worked at Upjohn/Pharmacia as a chemist; I am

retired now.  
 I enjoy traveling, and have visited many countries all over the

world (Europe, Africa, Asia, North and South America).  I am an
avid photographer and compete in a local photo-club. I am also

attending a Spanish conversation class and am training my dog in
obedience.  For many years I was a member of the National Ski

Patrol, and still do some cross-country skiing.  Unfortunately I am
no longer able to go backpacking and hiking in the mountains,

and to ski downhill; activities that I enjoyed tremendously, many
together with my dog(s).  

 Currently I have a "Paws with a Cause" service dog (Jag, a
Papillon), that is allowed to go with me wherever I go. 

 

[facebook.com]
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